
 

  

 

 

 

Leadership topics: Mentoring, work/life balance, diversity and inclusion, goal and principle 
setting, personal development. 

Legal topics:  Litigation, dispute resolution, corporate governance, risk reviews, diversity and 
inclusion. 

Bio 

Luke Furness is the former CEO (and current board director) at Out for Australia, a national 
LGBTIQ+ student mentoring not-for-profit. He is also a Senior Associate in the commercial 
litigation group at law firm Clayton Utz.   

He also holds a Bachelors of Commerce and Law from the University of Queensland and a 
Masters of Law from the University of Sydney and is a former finalist in the Lawyers Weekly 
30 Under 30 Awards for Dispute Resolution. 

In his time at Out for Australia, Luke was involved in pairing over 1000 students with volunteer 
mentors, who supported students to transition into the workforce.   

Luke has contributed to a number of publications and interviews for the Australian Financial 
Review, ABC Radio, Lawyers Weekly, and Wellness Daily. He is also a regular presenter on 
diversity and inclusion in the workplace and has spoken at major functions for Brisbane City 
Council, Suncorp, Commonwealth Bank, and Aurizon.  He was a keynote speaker at the 
TEDxUQ conference in 2021 where he presented on the topic "How to work out who you really 
are?" which became the most viewed talk of that conference. 

Selected leadership presentations: 

"Practical tips for stepping up for your dream leadership role" for Out for Australia on 1 August 
2021 and 11 October 2010. 

"How to work out who you really are" for TEDxUQ on 3 March 2021. 

"How to step up to leadership roles as a UQ alumni" for University of Queensland School of 
Law on 8 June 2020 

"How can the school or workplace be a homotopia?" for ABC Radio National on 10 July 2017. 

Selected legal presentations: 

"Avoiding and preparing for ATO/OSR disputes: practical tips on evidence, proof and onus" for 
The Tax Institute on 28 July 2021 

"Contractual disputes - practical tips for review and enforcement" for Clayton Utz on 27 July 
2021 

"Lawyers need to be better public speakers" for Lawyers Weekly on 4 June 2021. 

Speaking and Writing CV 

https://www.afr.com/work-and-careers/workplace/how-this-young-lawyer-came-out-at-work-20210809-p58h72
https://www.afr.com/work-and-careers/workplace/how-this-young-lawyer-came-out-at-work-20210809-p58h72
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/drawingroom/luke-furness/8687726
https://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/podcast/31549-lawyers-need-to-be-better-public-speakers
https://www.wellnessdaily.com.au/culture/the-monster-you-become-to-have-what-you-want
https://youtu.be/L2x-peHtZBo
https://law.uq.edu.au/event/session/14017
https://lukefurness.com/2017/07/15/how-can-the-school-or-workplace-be-a-homotopia/
https://www.taxinstitute.com.au/event-registration/series-events/event/2021-local-tax-club-subscription---brisbane-cbd/eventid/41466
https://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/podcast/31549-lawyers-need-to-be-better-public-speakers


 

  

"Non-profit governance principles translated to practice" for Clayton Utz Training Program on 
2 December 2020 

"Responding to regulators" for Clayton Utz on 17 September 2020 

Feedback for Luke's presentations: 

"Luke was an amazing speaker, was very engaging with the audience. Kept the topic 
interesting and didn't hide behind the lectern." 

"Great presentation Luke. Good content with great examples of where things can go wrong in 
tax disputes over simple matters. Timely discussion given the increase in ATO activity" 

"This was the best of the sessions in my opinion, i was really interested in what he was saying 
and the way that he delivered the message was fantastic…" 

"The 3 speakers I heard were inspirational – particularly Luke. Such an articulate and quietly 
passionate young man who speaks with such conviction – I could listen to him all day.” 

Feedback for Luke's TEDx talk: 

"Just listened to it. What a succinct, captivating and helpful talk!! Well done. We loved it" 

"Loved this! An ever-needed reminder. Well presented Luke" 

"100% accurate and captivating presentation." 

Feedback for Luke's writing: 

"This is great, Luke Furness. Some excellent, tangible takeaways for young people listed here!" 

"LOVED this article Luke! You had my smirking in agreeance the whole way through." 

"A beautifully articulated message about the progress of the LGBTIQ+ community and what we 
must remember as we continue to step towards #equality." 

Fees:   

In most cases, I charge a modest fee invoiced directly by my chosen charity, Out for Australia 
Limited.  They are a national LGBT+ youth mentoring non-profit that does some great work. 

 

Contact me about speaking or writing: luke.furness@gmail.com  

https://www.claytonutz.com/cu-training/commercial-litigation/not-for-profit-leadership-a-governance-masterclass-webinar-series
https://www.claytonutz.com/knowledge/video/webinar-responding-to-regulators
outforaustralia.org
outforaustralia.org
mailto:luke.furness@gmail.com

